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BY FATHER DANIEL
“When we categorize,” writes Bob Johansen, “we contain our 
thinking and stop exploring alternative views of what’s really going 
on. We divide ourselves into echo chambers where we only hear 
voices with which we already agree” (Full Spectrum Thinking, 24). 

Bob Johansen describes full spectrum thinking as the ability to 
see familiar situations in unfamiliar ways. It looks beyond the 
binary modes of categories and boxes and, rather, seeks to 
examine, explore and envision what is possible when we set those 
categories and boxes aside. 
The challenge, as Johansen notes, is that we prefer certainty. We 

like neat and tidy 
categories. They help 
us think quickly and 
make judgments on 
the fly. Sometimes this 
is necessary, as when 
we see a bear crossing 
our path. We need to 

be able to respond quickly if we are not to get eaten. However, 
when it comes to human interactions and how we ordinarily move 
about the world on a day to day basis, labels and categories are 
often a hindrance to where we want to go or who we want to be. 

For instance, it has become clear to most every church and church 
leader that the once very successful Christian formation offering 
known as “Sunday School” is dying or is already dead. It has died 
off in St. Michael’s, for instance. Now, we could work very hard to 
recruit teachers and children to re-establish Sunday School, but 
this would likely end with our becoming discouraged and 
exhausted. The cultural of learning has shifted, and what parents 
want for their children has shifted. 
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Some people blame sports for 
this. I think they’re wrong. It’s 
too easy a response. It has 
been and will always be that 
parents and children will make 
time and room for what 
matters. At the same time, just 
because Sunday School lacks 
the same resonance it had 
when I was a child doesn’t 
mean that parents today do 
not care about their children 
learning the faith. Actually, 
many families seem to be more 
interested, they’re simply 
looking for different ways of 
growing spiritually. They’re 
looking for habits and patterns 
that infuse their family’s day to 
day life with a sense of spiritual 
vibrance. 

It is no secret that churches 
throughout the world, and 
especially churches in America, 
are in decline. More churches 
will close in America this year 
than will open, a dynamic that 
has been shifting for the past 
two decades. It would be 
convenient to say that it’s 
because of COVID. However, 
COVID has only made visible 
what’s been hidden from our 
eye for far too long, and that is 

this: our old ways of being 
Church have to change. How 
we teach, learn, give, pray, 
communicate, baptize, marry 
and bury must change. 

What about these need to 
change? Well, that is yet to be 
determined. Full spectrum 
thinking, says Johansen—
thinking without boxes, is 
about being clear where we 
are headed and being flexible 
about how we get there. 

We have gained a great deal of 
clarity in St. Michael’s over the 
past several years, and we 
have a clear sense of direction 
and vision: we are becoming 
what we receive, the Body of 
Christ. And, we’ve made 
adjustments to how we’re 
becoming the Body of Christ 
that nourishes the people and 
communities where we live and 
pray. More adjustments will 
have to be made, and we will 
continue to be transparent 
about these adjustments. 

Here’s what we know now: 
giving has increased in St. 
Michael’s and our numbers 
have grown. We are not a 
church in decline. Our 
investments have multiplied, 
including our real estate 
holdings, there’s money in the 
bank, and we have money 
committed for renovating the 
Parish Hall. Yet money, contrary 
to popular opinion, has never 
been our issue, even though 
pledge income was only two-
thirds ten years ago what it is 

today. As we have refocused 
our attention on Christ and the 
purposes of God for us in 
Geneseo, we have grown 
together as a family, opening 
ourselves to better 
conversations, and giving and 
receiving care from each other. 
Money in the bank is merely a 
witness to our transformation 
in Christ and the trust people 
have gained in our 
commitment to mission and 
ministry in our church. 

So, do not fear “change.” 
You’ve been changing your 
whole life. It is a matter of how 
we will change, not so that St. 
Michael’s will survive, but so 
that we all experience the 
fullness of life as the Body of 
Christ today. And if we are 
experiencing this life and living 
into our purpose in Christ, the 
future will be filled with the 
promise of the Gospel. 

“I gazed upon the lovely face 
of Christ,” says Charles 
Williams, “and the dove of 
peace alighted on me. I gazed 
upon the dove of peace and it 
flew away.” Let us not mistake 
the dove of peace for Christ 
who makes peace descend 
upon us. Rather, let us seek the 
Kingdom with clarity, remaining 
ever open to the 
transformation God desires to 
work in us.
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RenewalWorks & St. Michael’s Church 
BY FATHER DANIEL 

RenewalWorks & St. Michael’s Church 

St. Michael’s is embarking on a spiritual journey. 
During Fall 2021, we will engage in a model for 
spiritual growth and development known as 
“RenewalWorks.” Created by Forward 
Movement, the Episcopal organization that 
publishes the beloved Forward in Faith daily 
devotional, this model for spiritual growth and 
development is a way to assess where a 
congregation has been in its faith journey, its felt 
sense of “spiritual know-how,” where God is 
calling the church to go, with workshops for 
leaders to help navigate how the church will get 
there. 

Led by lay persons, this model encourages a deeper responsibility, not only for one’s own spiritual 
life, but also the spiritual lives of others, especially others in the church and immediate 
community. The newly organized St. Michael’s Formation Team, along with the Vestry and 
Strategic Planning Team, will lead us in this journey. 

The crucial first step, which will require the 
participation of every person in St. 
Michael’s Church, is the assessment. You’ll 
hear more about this later; however, know 
that it will go LIVE on September 19, 
2021. Stay tuned for more information. If 
you’d like to take a sneak peek or do your 
own personal inventory for your own 
spiritual enrichment, go to: https://
renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/. Get 
ready to deepen your life of faith, to draw 
near to the God who draws ever nearer to 
us in Christ.

https://renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/
https://renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/
https://renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/
https://renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/
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The Rooms Where it Happens: St. Michael’s 
Kitchen and Undercroft 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

St. Michael’s kitchen and undercroft are essential to St. Michael’s missions.  
Each month in these rooms, Cooperativa Las Cazuelas, a group of 

immigrant women, meet to socialize and 
prepare meals they sell to earn pocket money, 
often the only time and money that is “theirs.”  
Members of Alianza Agricola, an advocacy 
group for immigrant farmworkers, meet bi-
monthly in the Undercroft.  Here St. Michael’s 
hosted a panel discussion and dinner that 
brought together the Alianza Agricola 
leadership and members of the Geneseo community to discuss the 
needs of farmworkers and concerns of the community.  Here 
representatives from the Mexican Consulate helped farmworkers 
obtain the identification they need to apply for driver’s licenses under 
the Green Light New York program.  Here a Day of the Dead altar was 
constructed and interpreted to members of St. Michael’s. 

These examples of what happens in the undercroft do not convey the number and breadth of 
mission activities that rely on these spaces being available, rather they suggest the importance of 
these activities.  The kitchen and Undercroft are rooms that support life-changing activities and are 
essential to St. Michael’s mission to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

A New Stove 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

The kitchen broke.  Well, actually, only one stove broke 
completely, and it has been replaced with a new stove donated 
by a very kind parishioner.  The older companion stove has been 
refurbished, so missions such as preparing food for Upper South 
Street Senior Living continue.  THANK YOU!

Alianza dinner and meeting

Alianza dinner and meeting 
continues
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Stewardship Is Changing in St. Michael’s 
What you need to know: 

• We are re-aligning how we give with how we are growing spiritually. 
• Spiritual Growth—seeking Jesus in our daily lives—fosters a deeper sense of 

responsibility to and for our life together in Christ. 
• We are reaching beyond ourselves, deepening friendships, nurturing spiritual growth in 

each other. We are becoming the Body of Christ. 
• Stewardship this year is an invitation to give what God has given you to give—to be 

responsible for the gifts God has given you to share for the sake of Jesus 
• Currently, 71% of parishioners in St. Michael’s pledge. If you are part of this 71%, thank 

you. If you already give, but do not pledge, join your friends in Christ in this spiritual 
practice. If you do not yet contribute financially or do not feel able to pledge, invite God 
into this conversation with you, so that you begin to understand how money impacts 
your spiritual life—your life in Christ. 

You’ll learn more about this shift in emphasis as we approach “Pledge Sunday” on October 
31, 2021. Until then, note that it will not be as it has been. It will be far more streamlined, with 
no badgering or awkward phone calls. We do not want you to miss out on the opportunity to 
contribute financially to the good that God is doing in, by and through St. Michael’s Church. 
The invitation to pledge is your opportunity to grow spiritually. If you’re not there yet, keep 
showing up, keep praying, and above all else, remain open to what God wants to do with what 
God has given you to give.
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Networking 
BY DIANE HAMILTON 

The definition of Networking is the exchange of information or services among individuals, groups or 
institutions. Specifically, it is the cultivation of productive relationships. Most of you are familiar with 
Saint Michael’s Networking, but as a refresher, the parish is divided among 10 Network Leaders who 
reach out to their people on a regular basis to update them on worship services, important events, 
upcoming activities or changes. The leader is also 
someone you can reach out to if you need help, a 
ride or have other concerns. Recently, we did a 
survey about the ways each individual would prefer 
to get their church information.  If you did not fill 
out a survey, your leader will contact you to collect 
your preferences. We will record each person’s 
preferences in a data base and hopefully improve 
our communication to all. Through these 
Networking groups we hope to build a better 
relationship with each other and grow in the love of 
Christ.

SAVE THE DATE! 
BY GINA WHITCOMB 

St. Michael's Sunday, 
September 26, 2021, 10AM 

Join us for a wonderful celebration of our life together 
in Christ. Invite your families, friends, and neighbors. 
Bishop Singh will be with us, and we will have 
wonderful live music, featuring Groveland Station, 
Travis Prinzi, and others. Food will be provided by 
Comfort Food Truck. Come ready to celebrate!



Serving God’s People Since 1819 MICHAELMAS 2021

SAINT MICHAEL’S CHURCH 7

Formation Team
BY REBECCA RIO 

Greetings! We know from Galatians 5:22-23 
that the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. It is always our 
hope to foster and grow these fruits in 
ourselves and to see them develop in others 
as well. It is a pleasure to share with you that 
a wonderful group has been formed to 
consider and continue to develop Spiritual 
Formation at Saint Michael’s Church. We 
were able to gather together for the first time 
at an Agape Dinner with Fr. Billy where we 
listened to each one reflect on all the ways 
that Saint Michael’s has encouraged Spiritual 
Growth through the years. Many themes developed with a prominent one being gathered 
together with a focus on scripture. We hope to build on what has already worked. Those 
faithfully participating in this group are Libby Long, Ted Canning, Monica Hershberger, 

Rebecca Rio, and Amanda Daniel. We give thanks for 
their desire to help in this way.  

Migrant Mission
BY JULIEA McCALL 
 There are many ways to become involved and support our 
neighbors: Assist people with scheduling appointments at the 
DMV and preparing for licensing exams. Accompany people to 
the DMV and assist with paperwork. Be a Pen Pal!  Correspond 
and write letters to someone detained in Batavia and in need 
of support. Drive!  Give rides to a local immigrant mother that 
frequently needs rides for medical appointments in Geneseo 
and Henrietta. Attend and give rides to and from Alianza 
Agrícola meetings the second Friday of every month, 7:00 p.m. 
at St. Michael’s. Learn Spanish! 
Contact: Juliea McCall (585) 662-7617 julieamccall@gmail.com 

A Day of the Dead celebration

Alianza Agricola and supporters gather to 
celebrated numerous achievements 

mailto:julieamccall@gmail.com
mailto:julieamccall@gmail.com
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Buildings & Grounds at Work 
OUR TEAM: Jim Garner, Roger & Cindy Dieter, Phil Irons, Stephen Kelley, Libby Long, Pat & 
Rebecca Rio, Ron Whitcomb

And a blessed ribbon cutting….

But with some hard work from our 
volunteers…

BEFORE AFTER
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Strategic Planning Update 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

The National Fund for Sacred Places did not give St. Michael’s permission to apply for a grant.  In 
their debriefing, they told Diane Hamilton and Marylou Boynton that St. Michael’s was denied 
because the number of applications was twice the usual number with many coming from New York 
and that while St. Michael’s building needs are significant, they are not critical.  They complimented 
St. Michael’s project planning and invited St. Michael’s to re-apply.  St. Michael’s will do this, and in 
the meantime will put the church building in a 501(c)(3) corporation.  This increases the number of 
grantors St. Michael’s can approach, because many grantors will only support 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
entities. 

St. Michael’s owns two rental properties and plans to develop a Peace Garden on 13 Ward Place.  
These properties expose St. Michael’s to risk.  To reduce risk, St. Michael’s will put the rental 
properties and Peace Garden in Limited Liability Corporations.  Thank you Austin Judkins for 
guiding legal work. 

With the help of Buildings and Grounds, Strategic Planning has been focused on projects that are 
crucial to day-to-day church activities.  The Building Condition Survey identified the need to scope 
and repair drainage pipes so that water did not enter the undercroft from the Memorial Garden 
and warned St. Michael’s that the stairs into the Parish House were dangerous.  Crushed pipes have 
been replaced, the undercroft is dry, and new stairs safely welcome people to the Parish House.  
Thank you, Jim Garner, Ron Whitcomb, and Pat and Ethan Rio.   

Fun(d) Raising, Fellowship, and Community 
BY SANDY WILCOX 

You’ve heard it before:  our events are not just to raise money for St. Michael’s, but to provide 
opportunities for fellowship and to affirm and assert our presence in the community.  In 2021 
we returned to the Memorial Day Chicken BBQ, which involved over 40 parishioners and sold 
out to 450 grateful diners.   Dinners to 46 Upper South Street residents were donated, and we 
netted over $3,000.  

We offered Pulled Pork in the Park at the Rotary Festival in July and, again, sold out on Day #2.  
Thanks to Chair Cindy Dieter, Lynne Messana, and many others for surviving the deluge on Day 
#1 and their extra effort before, during and after the weekend. The almost-annual Yard Sale will 
take place in late August.  

Thanks to everyone who makes all these special projects possible.
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Migrant Mission 
BY FATHER DANIEL 

St. Michael’s is setting the standard for ministry with im/migrants in 
the Finger Lakes Region. We are now home to Cooperativa Las 
Cazuelas and Alianza Agrícola. Las Cazuelas are a group of women 
who prepare authentic Mexican cuisine for take out each month. 
This is a strong source of their income and livelihood. If you haven’t 
ordered their food, you’re missing out. Next date is Thursday, 
August 26. AND, we are home to Alianza Agrícola, a grassroots 
advocacy group for im/migrant farmworkers in western New York. 
As allies, we offer more than a meeting space. Many offer 
transportation to meetings, doctors appointments, the grocery 
store and more. We pray for these our neighbors and we 
advocate for their well being. St. Michael’s has also receive more than $10,000 
in grant funding to support these ministries. We look forward to how we will 
continue to grow together.  
  

The Almost-Annual St. Michael’s Yard Sale 
BY SANDY WILCOX 

Friday, August 27, 9:00 – 4:00; 
Saturday, August 28, 9:00 – 2:00 
What do we want? Big-ticket items such as furniture, rugs, 
appliances, lamps, mirrors; All kitchen items and linens for 
college students; Children’s clothing, books, toys, games; 
Art work, sports equipment, some tech items, etc.; All items 
clean and in good repair; identification of items that might 
cause confusion; suggested price if you know value 

What DON’T we want? TVs, books, adult clothing except 
for specialty items such as coats/jackets/sweaters. 

What can you do to help? Save items until the week of 
August 15—preferred week for drop-offs; If you’re brave and 
strong enough, pick up good stuff off the curb between now 
and then; Sign up to work throughout the 2 weeks prior to 
the sale**; Organize, sort and re-sort, tote, label, price, pick up items from others; Sign up 
for a shift or shifts on sale days; Volunteer to help move large and/or heavy items just 
prior to sale**; Lend folding or card tables 

**Work Days Prior to Sale: August 16, 18, 20 MWF 9AM-12PM; August 23-26 9AM -  
For questions, advice, offers, pick-up arrangements, contact: Chair Cindy Dieter, 943-2104 
or Sandy Wilcox, 243-5290 or wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com.
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Highlights

The meals are put into bags for distributionAdding chicken to the meals for the Chicken Barbecue

The chicken is made for the barbecue early in the morning
Sides are added to the meals for the chicken barbecue

Parishioner Care Team 
BY LYNNE MESSANA 

We meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:30 a.m.  We are looking for people to join our team.  

This commitment only requires one hour a month and praying on your schedule.  You can be more 

involved if you want.  Just show up: Thursday, August 12 @10:30, in the Church Lounge.



Serving God’s People Since 1819 MICHAELMAS 2021

SAINT MICHAEL’S CHURCH 12

Ecumenical Service 
BY LIZ PORTER 

The Festival in the Village Park 
was complete on July 11th with 
the Ecumenical Service (a first in 
seven years).  Many, many people 
arrived with chairs to share the joy 
of prayer, hymns, gospel and rain 
drops. The lead churches present  
included the Methodist, Christ 
Community, St. Michael's 
Episcopal, Lutheran, and 
Presbyterian. Such a congregation 
opened its hearts by giving 
generously when the collection 
was taken.  Unspecified donations 
of $850.00 were designated for 
Chances and Changes. This 
service also featured the introduction and welcome to Pastor Beth Malone, who has joined the 
Methodist Church. 

Discernment Process 
BY TRAVIS PRINZI 

I want to thank the entire St. Michael’s community 
for your support and encouragement as I go 
through the discernment process. At this point, 
the parish-based discernment group has 
concluded its work, and the Vestry has approved 
and sent a letter of recommendation to the 
Commission on Ministry in the diocese. I’m 
awaiting instructions on next steps with the 
Commission on Ministry, and I appreciate your 
ongoing support and prayers as I move forward in 
this exciting journey. Please feel free to reach out 
to me at any time with questions, thoughts, or 
advice you’d like to share with me.
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Treasurer’s Update 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

Bank balances 6.30.2021: 

Reserve Savings:  $12,879.72 

Rector’s Discretionary Account:  $597.51 

Treasurer’s Checking Account:  $57,843.86 

Combined Diocesan Account:  $201,461.56. 

St. Michael’s missions are well-funded and growing.  
Thanks to grants from the Diocese and donations from 
parishioners, as of June 30, 2021, St. Michael’s has 
received $5728.29 for missions and spent $3147.32.  
Thank you everyone whose contributions permit us to 
experience the love of Christ through missions. 

Geneseo-Groveland Pantry Needs You 
BY SANDY WILCOX 

The Food Pantry will re-open for Client Choice on August 2, with a few restrictions.  The Pantry 
needs a good re-stocking of basic items such as canned fruits, high protein canned meats, 
vegetables, pastas, sauces, and any other items you are able to offer.  Please bring items to 
church, drop them off at the Pantry, and/or send a check to St Michael’s, indicating that it’s for 
the Pantry.  Pantry hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-2 and Wednesdays 4-6:30.  Contact 
Sandy Wilcox with any questions:  243-5290 or wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com.

Altar Flower Donations 
BY DIANE HAMILTON 

We welcome donations toward altar flowers for our Sunday worship services. The fall calendar is 
completely open. You can have us get flowers from the florist or you can purchase your own 
flowers and bring to us for arrangement. While garden flowers are available, we welcome those 
also. The request form can be found on our website homepage under Worship. Or you can call 
Diane Hamilton at (585) 703-7010 
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St. Michael’s Celebrates with Upper South Street 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

July 29 St. Michael’s celebrated the lessening of COVID restrictions and re-opening of the 
Livingston County group meal programs with a barbecue picnic at Upper South Street 
Senior Housing.  It rained, but the rain didn’t keep Butch Bloom of Upper South Street 
from grilling hamburgers and chicken breasts for everyone and St. Michael’s Jim Kimball 
from playing his accordion.  St. Michael’s USS Team members Cindy Dieter, Lynne 
Messana, Sandy Wilcox and Marylou Boynton served food and were joined by Father 
Daniel and Becky Hurzy from Episcopal Senior Life Communities.  Since COVID closed the 
Livingston County meal programs, depriving many residents of a source of nutrition they 
counted on, St. Michael’s has served 3,220 meals to residents.  In September, St. Michael’s 
will resume its program of monthly buffet suppers at USS.  You are all invited. 

Many thanks to all those who prepared and packed meals during the COVID closure: 
Marylou Boynton, Cindy Dieter, Jean Elliott, Kelly Flaitz, Diane Hamilton, Jennifer Kucaba, 
Lynne Messana, Liz Porter, Margie Wallin, Jim and Anita Whitehead and Sandy Wilcox. 

Music Update 
BY MITCH BUSH 

It’s been wonderful seeing everyone since in-person services resumed on Easter Sunday! While 
the hymns were played, we didn’t start singing again until June 27th. The very first hymn we sang 
after the long hiatus that started March 22, 2021 was “O For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing”. Hopefully it won’t take long for everyone to feel comfortable singing again. Every week it 
seems participation gets stronger. The choir gathered for the first time in over a year to sing for 
our beloved choir member Marjorie McMillan’s memorial service. Marj sang in the alto section for 
over 62 years. While there are no official records regarding choir membership, I'm fairly sure she 
holds the record! Our chorister scholarship program continues for the 2021-2022 choir 
season. We recently received contributions in memory of Marj, and are looking forward to seeing 
the fund build throughout the year. For those not familiar with the program, its purpose is to 
introduce high school and college students to choral singing. Choristers receive a stipend for 
each year of faithful service. High school students receive their cumulative stipend upon 
graduation, college students annually. Support this vital 
ministry by giving online or mailing in your contribution. 
Be sure to mark it for the “Chorister Fund.” 

The choir starts back in late September. 
Our initial goal will be supporting congregational singing. 
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AUG: 

8/13: Alianza Agrícola @ 7 PM

8/26: Cooperativa las Cazuelas

SEPT:

9/08: Public Disagreement Forum @ 7 PM

9/10: Alianza Agrícola @ 7 PM

9/12: Return to two services Sundays 8:30 AM & 10 AM

9/19: Renewal Works Begins

9/26: St. Michael’s Sunday 

OCT: 

10/ 8: Alianza Agrícola @ 7 PM

10/30: Diocesan Convention

10/31: All Saints Day Observance: Pledge Sunday! 

Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church 
23 Main street 
Geneseo, New York 14454

NOV:

11/02: All Souls Requiem @ 7PM 

11/12: Alianza Agrícola @ 7 PM 

DEC: 

12/10: Alianza Agrícola @ 7 PM 

12/17: Lessons & Carols

12/24: Christmas Eve Services

RECURRING MEETINGS 

Vestry: 3rd Mondays of the Month @ 6:30PM

AA: Every Saturday @ 7PM

Buildings and Grounds: 1st Sundays of the Month

Knit-Wits: Wednesdays @ 10AM

Parishioner Care: 2nd Thursdays @ 10:30AM

UPCOMING EVENTS
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